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November, after having escaped many dangers. They
found there Father Brebeuf, whom they sought; he
received them into our house, and took charge of
their instruction and maintenance,—being greatly
assisted by the liberality of Monsieur the Governor,
who spares nothing on such occasions; also of Mon-
sieur de Chamflour, the commandant of the Fort and
settlement of the three Rivers; and even of the
reverend Hospital Mothers, whose charity extends
very frequently beyond the bounds of their Hospital,
especially in favor of the Hurons.

Immediately after their arrival, they applied them-
selves to learning the prayers and the Catechism
with an ardor that could only proceed from the holy
[147] Ghost. Those more advanced helped those more
backward, and those who were ignorant willingly
accepted the more learned for their masters. In the
beginning, they passed the greater portion of the
night in continually repeating what they had learned
during the day. One of them, who was of duller
comprehension and had a less retentive memory than
the others, almost despaired at the commencement
of ever being able to learn anything. Nevertheless,
aided by the grace of God, and encouraged by the
words of the Father, and by the good examples and
discourses of his companions, he persevered in be-
coming instructed, with such success that he learned
not only the prayers and the Catechism, but also many
other things, to his own great astonishment. Every
Sunday, they attended Catechism, which was taught
to the French in the Chapel; and, although they
were somewhat advanced in years, they nevertheless
experienced great satisfaction in answering publicly
questions on what they had learned [148] during the



